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Extraction Treatment of a Gummy Smile with
Lingual Orthodontics and Skeletal Anchorage
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xcessive gingival display, or a

“gummy smile,” is a nonpatho-

logical, multifactorial condi-
tion in which more than 3-4mm of
gingival tissue is exposed in smil-
ing."2 Because gummy smiles are
perceived as esthetically unappeal-
ing, they are a common motivation
for patients to seek orthodontic
treatment.

The associated anterior vertical excess often
requires surgical correction by anterior segmental
surgery, Le Fort I impaction, or segmental Le Fort
I surgery with differential impaction.®# If a patient
is unwilling to undergo surgical treatment, an
orthodontic camouflage treatment can be attempt-
ed, although it may create detrimental effects on
facial appearance. For example, a camouflage ap-
proach involving upper premolar extractions can
increase the nasolabial angle and extrude the max-
illary incisors.>”

A recently developed solution is to use tem-
porary anchorage devices (TADs) for direct intru-
sion of the anterior teeth.8 Power arms can be added
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